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as if the producing body were not composed of organs and humours, that 
feed, defecate or suffer. When disease or handicap are chronic – as for the 
artist, who has an auto-immune disease – the body no longer corresponds 
to the criteria of productivity. So what place is given to the disabled or sick 
body in our society? How do we integrate into the public sphere issues 
that have been relegated to the private sphere? In a world where health 
crises are multiplying and having a lasting impact on our lives, it is urgent 
to respond to these questions. Perhaps possibilities are to be found in the 
knowledge that has until now been relayed to the margins, as the artist 
suggests, and with which it is becoming essential to reconnect.

                                                                                                    Ana Mendoza Aldana

 Laurie Charles was born in 1987. She lives and works in Brussels. She 
graduated from the Fine Arts School of Bordeaux. 

 In her drawings, paintings, sculptures and videos, Laurie Charles 
stages characters, symbols and situations inspired from both real and 
historic tales while retelling them from a feminist perspective. Her 
“domestic sculptures” take on the form of curtains and small sculptures 
in fabric, filled like pillows, whose disposition aims to creating an intimate 
space. In this space, the artist paints organs, body parts, animals and 
vegetation as illustrated in anatomical diagrams and exposing their insides. 

 However, if the artist adopts the rational language of scientific 
deconstruction with the violence that it can induce, it is precisely to address 
the abuses that have historically marked this approach. When Laurie 
Charles evokes the story of Agnodice of Athens for her painting of the 
same name, she is addressing the story of the monopolisation of a branch 
of medicine intended for women (gynaecology) by men in ancient Greece. 
Some recent paintings and drawings based on engravings show women 
in the Middle Ages providing care, pharmaceutical advice or performing 
dissections.

 Many feminist researchers have proven that traditional medicine 
has tried to suppress, through the execution of thousands of women, a 
holistic approach to the body linking medicine, nature and its different 
cycles, and witchcraft transmitted between women. Through her works, 
Laurie Charles refers to this history that still remains marginal today. 

 This fragmentation of the evoked body, which becomes modern 
furniture or a domestic space, weaves a link between these intimate spaces, 
which, at times, have been sterilised to the extreme of the surgical and 
anatomical. The two movements participate in the same rationalisation of 
things as well as the same violence. In a series of drawings made in 2020, 
organs bask in minimalist interiors, creating a disconnect. A mural repeats 
the coloured diagram of a female reproductive organ as if on wallpaper, 
rendering the image both abstract and decorative. The parallel between 
domestic architecture and our bodily architecture is tangible: these spaces 
we inhabit are constantly being sifted through a rationalisation and thus 
become alienating.

 Our body is a space of projection because the capitalist directives of 
our society split the intimate sphere from the political and social spheres, 
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Solo exhibition in Terzo Fronte, Roma
From the 17.12.2021 to the 15.01.2022
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With the support of Wallonie Brussels International



Pharmakon, painting on textile, exhibition view Terzo Fronte, 2022



Agnodice, enamel, public art, curated by Isabel Van Bos et Godart Bakkers, produced by Emaillerie belge, Geraardsbergen (BE), 2021
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Pharmakon 2, painting on textile, solo exhibition at Efremis gallery, 2020 



Pharmakon 1, painting on textile, studio view, residency Cité des Arts, Paris, 2020 



MY SUMMER IS YOUR WINTER
Group exhibition at Grazer Kunstverein in Graz (AT)
From 14.06.2019 to 01.08.2019
Curated by Kate Strain
With the support of legero united - the shoemakers / con-tempus.eu
Series of paintings on textile and soft sculptures 



Kidney and Inner ear, painting on textile, Grazer Kunstverein, 2019



Teeth and cells, painting on textile, Grazer Kunstverein, 2019 



Anatomical dissection and The Pharmacist,  exhibition view (Re-)sentir tous les jours / Techniques de résistance, Mécènes du Sud Montpellier-Sètes, Montpellier, 2021



LA CHALET
Solo exhibition at CIAP Kunstverein in Hasselt (BE)
From the 04.05.2018 to the 26.08.2018
Curated by Louise Osieka
Series of paintings on textile, film HD, 18min34s

Le chalet, starring Juliette Dana, Laurie Giraud, Andréa Nivière and 
Violette Rodrigues Pereira / Sound : Hélène Clerc-Denizot and original music by 
Nicolas Jorio / Production Atelier Jeunes Cinéastes
With the support de ARGOS, CIAP Kunstverein and Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles
Link : http://www.vimeo.com/ajc/chalet-eng Password : ajcnet_chalet_vimeo
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Le Chalet, stills from the movie, film HD, 18min34s, 2018  



Mouth, exhibition view Risquons Tout, Wiels, Brussels (BE), 2021



THE ANGER OF THE INTESTINE
Solo exhibition and performance at Stichting Project Space 1646, The Hague 
(NL) / From 07.07.2017 to 15.07.2017
Curated by the team of 1646
Painting on textile, articulated hand, video HD



The anger of the intestine  painting on textile, articulated  hand, video HD, exhibition view Stichting Project Space 1646, The Hague (NL), 2017



The anger of the intestine, performance,  Stichting Project Space 1646, The Hague (NL), 2017



LOVE OF MATTER
Premiere at Beursschouwburg the 14.01.2016
With a live concert of France Frite
Curated by Alberto Del Castillo and Louise Osieka
In the frame of EUROPALIA FESTIVAL
Film HD, 16min52, 2016

Love of Matter, starring Ismaël Bennani, Vaast Colson, Hector Latrille, 
Clare Noonan, Marnie Slater, Dennis Tyfus and Sébastien Versluys
Original soundtrack by France Frites.
Teaser :  https://vimeo.com/159371454

https://vimeo.com/159371454


Love of matter, still from the movie, film HD, 16min52s, 2016  


